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Biography 

 

Paul Simons 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
 

Paul Simons became Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for International 
Energy, Sanctions, and Commodities in December 2003.  Previously, Mr. Simons 
was Acting Assistant Secretary of State for International Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement Affairs.  In that capacity, he managed more than $1 billion in annual 
foreign assistance resources supporting U.S. international drug control and police 
training programs worldwide.  Mr. Simons launched U.S. police training efforts in 
post-conflict Iraq and Afghanistan and supervised a fleet of fixed wing aircraft 
and helicopters involved in the fight against drug cultivation and trafficking in 
Colombia.  Mr. Simons led U.S. diplomacy on international law enforcement 
issues with the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime, the G-8, and other international 
partners.  

Mr. Simons served as Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Israel.  For 
most of the previous decade, he was involved in Arab/Israeli peace negotiations, 
leading sensitive talks on economic and water issues involving Israel and Syria, 
Israel and the Palestinians, and the broader international community. 

From 1992 through 1996, Mr. Simons served as Economic Counselor at the U.S. 
Embassy in Quito, Ecuador. Earlier in his career, Mr. Simons served as lead 
economist on the Secretary of State's Policy Planning Staff, as Economic and 
Energy Officer in the Office of Egyptian Affairs, and as International Economist in 
the Treasury Department. 

Before joining the State Department, Mr. Simons served as Assistant Vice 
President for international corporate lending at a New York based commercial 
bank. 

Mr. Simons received his B.A. degree from Yale University and his M.B.A. in 
Finance from New York University.  He speaks Spanish and French.  Mr. Simons 
is married to Victoria Cardenas-Simons, a World Bank official.  He has two 
daughters ages 7 and 10.  
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